
Some Subtraction Strategies 
for:

34-16

Adding Up

16 + 4 → 20 + 10 → 30 + 
4→ 34

4 + 10 + 4 → 18

Counting Back (Counting 
Back in Chunks)

34 - 4 → 30
30 - 10 → 20
20 - 2 → 18

Place Value (including 
Negative Numbers)

30 - 10 → 20
4 - 6 → -2
20 combined with -2 →18

Constant Difference

34 - 4 → 30
16 - 4 → 12

30 - 12 → 18

Adjust to a Friendly Number

34 + 2 → 36 (friendly)
36 - 16 → 20
20 - 2 → 18
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